Aeschynomene sabulicola L.P. Queiroz & D. Cardoso is proposed as a new species of the section Ochopodium. This new species seems to be related to the series Viscidulae, as it presents herbaceous, slender branches, densely covered by viscid glandular hairs. However, it possesses fruits much larger than expected for this series. Aeschynomene sabulicola can be diagnosed by the erect habit, reaching c. 3.5 m high, inflorescences divaricate and horizontal with remote flowers, and fruits with only one subreniform article, this measuring 13-14 ¥ 7-8 mm.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Aeschynomene embraces 175-180 species, with some estimates as high as 250 species, distributed throughout the tropical and subtropical regions of the world (Klitgaard & Lavin, 2005) . The American species of the genus were revised by Rudd (1955 Rudd ( , 1959 , who recognized 67 species in two sections. A more recent estimate for the Neotropics suggests c. 84 species (Klitgaard & Lavin, 2005) . Brazilian species were revised by Fernandes (1996) , who adopted the taxonomic framework proposed by Rudd (1955) . For the State of Bahia, 22 species were recorded by Lewis (1987) .
The genus is characterized by the combination of the pinnately compound leaves with five to many leaflets, pedicellate flowers, the androecium diadelphous in two phalanges of five stamens, and jointed fruits (loments). It was traditionally included in the tribe Aeschynomeneae, but phylogenetic studies of the Papilionoideae have demonstrated that this tribe is embedded within a more widely circumscribed tribe Dalbergieae (Lavin et al., 2001; Wojciechowski, Lavin & Sanderson, 2004) . These studies have also indicated that Aeschynomene is not monophyletic, with the groups with basifixed stipules (section Ochopodium) supported as more related to the genera Machaerium and Dalbergia than to the groups with medifixed stipules (section Aeschynomene).
Floristic surveys in the caatinga biome have revealed nine species of Aeschynomene occurring in this area (Queiroz, 2006) , with two species and a new variety having been described recently by Fernandes & Bezerra (1979) and Lewis (1985 Lewis ( , 1994 , showing the poor state of knowledge of the regional flora. An additional new species was found during a floristic survey of a continental sand dune area along the middle São Francisco River basin in north-eastern Brazil, and is described and illustrated here. ith the apex of the ovary, bearded along the distal inner portion, stigma truncate. FRUIT 13-14 ¥ 7-8 mm, indehiscent, calyx persistent, stipe 8-10 mm, slender; article 1, crescent-shaped to subreniform, upper margin straight to slightly concave, lower margin widely curved, plane-compressed, apex acute, base cuneate, indument sparsely puberulous becoming denser towards the margins.
DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW SPECIES

Etymology:
The epithet 'sabulicola' refers to the occurrence of the new species in sandy areas.
Ecology and distribution: Aeschynomene sabulicola seems to occur only in a continental sand dune area along the middle São Francisco River basin in the State of Bahia, north-eastern Brazil (Fig. 2) . This area of dunes is characterized by extensive deposits of dystrophic quartzose sands. In comparison with the surrounding caatinga formations, the physiognomy of the plant community on the sand dunes is quite different (Rocha, Queiroz & Pirani, 2004) . The vegetation occurs in patches of low trees and shrubs, and most of the soil remains exposed. This new species occurs in dense thickets of profusely branched plants, and has its branches entangled with other trees and shrubs.
᭤ Figure 1 . Aeschynomene sabulicola: A, habit; B, detail of the surface of the leaflets showing the glandular trichomes intermixed with puberulous hairs; C, leaf; D, leaflet in adaxial (D1) and abaxial (D2) view; E, apex of the inflorescence; F, standard petal; G, wing petal; H, keel petal; I, androecium; J, gynoecium; K, fruit. A-K, drawn from L.P. Queiroz et al. 9640 (HUEFS) . Drawn by Carla de Lima.
Phenology: It was collected in flower and fruit in October.
DISCUSSION TAXONOMY
Aeschynomene sabulicola may be differentiated from the other species of Aeschynomene by the erect habit, reaching c. 3.5 m high, inflorescences divaricate and horizontal with remote flowers, and fruits with only one subreniform article, this measuring 13-14 ¥ 7-8 mm. Despite the plant's relatively tall stature, most of its aerial portion comprises a profusion of long slender branches that completely die back during the dry season.
The species belongs to the section Ochopodium, as it presents stipules attached at the base (not peltate) and a campanulate calyx with five subequal lobes. Amongst the series constituting this section, A. sabulicola seems to be more related to the series Viscidulae, as it presents herbaceous, slender branches densely covered by viscid glandular hairs. However, Rudd (1955) characterized this series by its herbaceous, prostrate to suberect stems, its relatively small flowers (less than 10 mm long), and fruits with articles less than 5 mm in diameter. This new species reaches c. 3.5 m high and possesses fruits much larger than those previously reported for species of this series. Larger flowers and fruits are found mostly in species of the series Scopariae, but these species are trees and perennial shrubs with woody stems, characters not found in A. sabulicola. The combination of diagnostic characters of this new species does not match any of the series of Aeschynomene, and a clear relationship with any other known species of Aeschynomene is not evident. Queiroz (2006) , based on distribution data of the species of Leguminosae, identified the area of the dunes of the São Francisco River as one of the major centres of endemism of the caatinga biome. Rocha et al. (2004) pointed out that most of the animals surveyed in this region are endemic; for example, four species of amphisbaenian, 16 species of lizard, eight species of snake, and one species of amphibian (Rodrigues, 1996 (Rodrigues, , 2003 Rodrigues & Juncá, 2002) . If we take into consideration only lizards and amphisbaenians known from the caatinga biome, 37% of them are endemic to these dunes (Rodrigues, 2003) .
IMPLICATIONS FOR CONSERVATION
The dunes of the São Francisco River comprise an area of c. 36 000 km 2 (Velloso et al., 2002) . Despite their extent, biological relevance, and the large number of endemic species of plants and animals, no reserves are present in this area. With regard to the large number of endemic species of Leguminosae, Queiroz (2006) suggested that the creation of permanent protection reserves in this area should be considered a priority, especially as the area retains large zones of undisturbed vegetation. The description of this new species of Aeschynomene, probably endemic to the dunes of the São Francisco River, reinforces this proposition.
